
Poet-power idea # 1:

Write your best? Yes… but first you have to write your worst. All good writing happens in the RE-WRITING. This is true for ALL writers: young and old, amateur and professional, all of us.


You start by writing your worst, then write it over again and again and again and again, each time making it “a tiny bit better.” How do you know when to stop? When you can’t make it any better, which means you have succeeded at writing your BEST! 


It usually takes me fifty to a hundred rewrites to finish a poem, but five to ten rewrites is probably a pretty good start for young writers. Just remember, the better you get, the more you rewrite; and the more you rewrite, the better you get.
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A Writer’s Advice

or

First the Worst
by Brod Bagert
Please, Mr. Poet, you seem very nice,

So please, would you give me a little advice?

When I pick up my pencil I feel so uptight,

My stomach starts churning, I tremble with fright,

My brain is a dungeon without any light,

Could you tell me a secret to help me to write?

My secret is simply the thing I do first—

I always start writing by writing my worst,
Writing is fun, it isn’t a test,

So I start with my worst and never my best.

“You start with your worst? But what happens then?”

I simply sit down and I write it again.

Changing a word, fixing a letter,

Making it better and better and better.

I write, then I rewrite, then I stop for a rest,

Then I rewrite like crazy until it’s my best.

It’s a powerful secret I’m happy to tell—
always Write badly before you write well.
So now my whole brain is all-flashing with light,

My body is pulsing with power to write,

As I sit down and do it the way that I should —

I start with the bad stuff and then make it good.
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